Direct Cell Surface Staining Protocol
Solutions
1. 1X PBS with 10% FCS and 1% sodium azide.
Note: Use ice cold reagents/solutions. Low temperature and presence of sodium azide prevent the modulation and internalization of surface antigens, which can produce a loss of fluorescence intensity.
2. Primary antibody
General Procedure:

	1.
	Harvest, wash the cells and adjust cell suspension to a concentration of  1-5 x 106cells/ml in ice cold 1X PBS.

	2.
	Add 0.1-10 µg/ml of the primary labeled antibody.

	3.
	Incubate for at least 30 min at room temperature or 4°C. 

	4.
	Wash the cells 3 times then centrifugation at 400 x g for 5 minutes and resuspend them in 500 µl to 1 ml of ice cold 1X PBS

	5
	For best results, analyze the cells on the flow cytometer as soon as possible.
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